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Copy deadline 28th June 2026


edited by Nick Thomas   e-mail: nickthomas@macace.net  

Articles and contributions etc., would be appreciated preferably by e-mail nickthomas@macace.net. Please send items as either text in the 
body of the email or as a word document. (apple-mac files acceptable)

Please do not send Microsoft publisher documents as I am unable to open them. 


Welcome to the June edition of the Link


Parish Council Minutes/Agendas

Minutes of, and agendas for, Parish Council meetings are available at:

www.crosbyravensworthparish.org.uk


Planning applications are available to view on the Yorkshire Dales planning portal here: 

https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/yorkshiredales
and on Westmorland and Furness Council's portal here:  
https://eforms.eden.gov.uk/fastweb/search.asp

Please find below a link to the agenda for the next Crosby Ravensworth Parish Council 
meeting 
 
https://crosbyravensworthparish.org.uk/agendas/ 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mailto:nickthomas@macace.net
http://www.crosbyravensworthparish.org.uk
https://crosbyravensworthparish.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b37e63e4bc323ff106267a07e&id=6ca2359544&e=c8622686f3
https://crosbyravensworthparish.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b37e63e4bc323ff106267a07e&id=b160dc5aeb&e=c8622686f3
https://crosbyravensworthparish.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b37e63e4bc323ff106267a07e&id=5906132908&e=c8622686f3


Services at your parish church of St Lawrence 

in June: all welcome

[please visit www.northwestmorland.com for further information]

Sunday June 7th 11.00am Holy Communion/ Rev Jon Russell

June 16th No service:  See poster about Open Gardens

June 21st  6pm Evening Prayer/Rev Stephen Tudway

June 28th 11.00am Holy Communion with Baptism/Rev 
Stephen Tudway

http://www.northwestmorland.com/








WHAT’S ON  – COME & JOIN US!
On the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month, COFFEE MORNING 10.30am to noon. 
Dates:   3 June, 1 July, 5 August, 2 Sept, 7 Oct, 4 Nov, 2 Dec
Sunday 14 June   Open Gardens   Buy a map and enjoy a bacon buttie at MMVI in the morning, then head 
round the parish to see what people do with their green spaces.

Friday 26 June    Cocktails and Mocktails evening!  With music. The perfect way to celebrate summer.  
Just £10 for your first cocktail and tapas to graze on. 7pm

Thur 16 July   An evening with local Booker Prize-shortlisted author Sarah Hall (Haweswater, Helm), 
7pm, doors open 6.30pm. Fair to say this booking is a bit of a coup for us. £10 including tea or coffee. 
Hedgehog Bookshop from Penrith will be selling copies of Helm. Sarah is well known in the area and this 
event is expected to be popular - book online at wegottickets.com/f/17865 

Wed 12 August   NEW! FREE Story Box making session 10am to 11.30am. Bring your 3-5 year old for a 
fun morning making a Story Box based on a popular children’s story, all materials supplied. Run by Adult 
Learning tutor Jen Westwood. Booking essential. Call 07468 709606 or 01768 812103, in Penrith library 
hours, or email penrithadultlearning@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk  

Thur 13 August    Early evening village BBQ on the patio. Fingers crossed for the weather. Last year’s was 
a huge success – put the date in your calendar now…

Thur 10 September   Talk – Dave Felton: Mapping Cumbria   A trustee of Friends of the Lake District, Dave 
is author of The Lake District in 101 Maps & Infographics and publisher of Forty Farms. £5. 7pm 

Saturday 26 September   Emi and Liv’s Cucina returns with another sumptuous Italian meal, eaten family 
style at long tables. Book direct with Rachel Finco, watch for adverts on social media. BYOB.

Saturday 17 October   NEW!  The first of six, live, autumn/winter/spring music gigs with local bands, run by 
Eden Valley Touring Network. Bands to be confirmed, all local. Just £8 a ticket for an evening of live music 
on the doorstep! Very relaxed and the bar will be open. 21 November also confirmed, 

Sunday 25 October   NEW!  A relaxing yoga session with Shelley, followed by a sound bath with Jess. Times 
etc to follow soon.

Saturday 7 November   Annual Autumn Craft Fair 10.30am-3pm, free entry. 20 stalls & a BIG raffle.

Saturday 14 November   NEW! A morning talk on Choosing and Caring for Outdoor Clothing. 

We plan to reschedule the Menopause and Beyond talk, postponed from May, owing to speaker illness. And we’ll be hosting a 
couple of live performances from Highlights Rural Touring, dates tbc.

MMVI info: mmvi.org      Hiring enquiries: mmvi.booking@gmail.com

mailto:penrithadultlearning@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk






NEWS FROM CROSBY RAVENSWORTH C OF E PRIMARY 
SCHOOL


The children have returned to enjoy the rest of the summer term, 
after their half term break. The three Year 6s definitely deserved 
their week off after all the hard work they put in to their SATs tests 
last month. As usual they were allowed to take over the staff room 
each morning, giving them a chance to relax, have fun together and 
make the space their own over a busy few days.


Also before half term, the Herons had fun learning about coding. 
They programmed ‘Marty’ the robot and then once unplugged, 
explored his light colour sensors to get him moving and brought him 
to life using the Robotical app on their tablets. The Wrens had been 
learning about how different people can help us, and after being 
visited by Kitty, a local hairdresser and Jane a community nurse, 
their final visitor was the Cumbria Fire Service. Jonny, Luke, Ava 
and Dan came from Shap fire station and talked to the children 
about what they did, why they have to wear the clothes they do and 
how they get to emergencies.


On the sports front, we were incredibly proud of our rugby team. 
The standard at both the Bolton and Long Marton competitions was 
exceptionally high. Overall, the team achieved four wins, four 
losses, and two draws. In the play off for third place they finished 
with a thrilling 9–7 defeat to Brough School.


So what does the rest of the summer term have in store? Well, years 
1 and 2 are attending a Cross Country event at Hunter Hall in the 
first week back and some of the Heron Class are participating in a 
Kwik Cricket event at Temple Sowerby.




The Herons have a planned visit to ‘Growing Well’ at Tebay 
Services, to enjoy some outdoor horticultural activities in the 
kitchen garden there. Our Year 6s are having a familiarisation visit 
to Appleby Grammar, prior to them moving up in September and 
also on 22nd June will be attending the leavers’ service at Carlisle 
Cathedral. On 16th June, the whole school is having a trip to the 
Manjushri Kadampa Buddhist Temple at Ulverston.


We would like to invite you to our Art Exhibition in school on 
24th June between 5.30 and 7.00pm, which the children from all 
years have contributed to.


And don’t forget on 11th July between 11am and 3pm it’s our 
summer fair. Everyone is welcome, it’s free entry including free 
use of the inflatables. Raffle tickets for the GRAND RAFFLE 
will go on sale this month. So ask a pupil, parent of a child or 
nip in to school’s reception, as we have lots of books to sell. 
There are some amazing prizes to be won.


Our next 'Pop in and Play' is on Monday 6th July. All children 
currently not in school or pre-school, from birth up to 5 years 
are welcome to join us from 9.30am until 10.30am for fun and 
games. Please phone on 01931 715265to let us know if you'd like 
to come. Parents must accompany children. Please do pass on 
the message to anyone who you think might also like to know. 
This session gives you the opportunity to visit our fantastic 
school and meet the staff and pupils, whilst taking advantage of 
our terrific early years provision and your little ones can enjoy 
fun filled activities.


Until next month…..









          LEAVING PARTY    by William Wood


Gustave Kommer and Arturo Licata shared an office. They were both about fifty years old and they both 
smoked cigars. There the similarity ended. Licata hid the spread of his body in elegantly cut Italian clothes, 
he had an easy and amusing manner and he pinched girls' bottoms as if by right. Kommer more often than 
not wore a chunky pullover, his broad, tired face was often shaded with grey stubble and he sat solidly at 
his desk rubbing his eyes with that part of the palm above the wrists. He might have looked at a pretty girl 
much as a docile dog watches the passage of a fly, but he felt no need to touch her. 

	 

The main difference between the two men, though, was that Licata was an "A" and Kommer a "B". These 
letters designated two different castes of workers in the European Commission. Gustave Kommer worked 
to and for Arturo Licata. A master and his dog. Until one fine day Gustave decided on a transfer to an 
oversea delegation.

	 

A party was held in their room at the end of the corridor after work.  The desks across which they had faced 
one another for eight years were pushed apart and placed against the walls where cloths, drinks and amuse-
gueules, as cocktail bits were fancifully named,  substituted for letters, files and office gadgetry. One by one 
colleagues came into the room and filled the space with conversation, smoke and warmth.

	 

At an appropriate moment the Head of Division, a younger, heavier and glossier version of Licata called for 
silence and made a speech thanking Kommer for his services and wishing him luck in his new post. He 
spoke rapidly in a language outsiders might have thought to be Italian but which his colleagues including 
Kommer who was a Luxembourger and spoke all languages, knew to be French. He punctuated the speech 
with jokes none of them quite understood but at which they obediently laughed in the short pauses intended 
for this intervention. The Head of Division finished with words which sounded a bit like "as a token of our 
appreciation." On cue a secretary stepped forward and handed over a parcel. Gustave who for once was 
clean-shaven and wearing a reasonably presentable suit took the gift in his big, slow fists and fumbled with 
the string while everybody watched. Then realising he would never undo the knots he put the parcel to his 
mouth and bit through the string.

	 "Voilà!" he cried as it flew apart and he beamed broadly at his colleagues, some of whom clapped 
and shouted "bravo!" Gustave unwrapped the paper, held the present up for all to see and said it was just 
what he had always wanted. He told his colleagues he would remember them whenever he used it. 

	 Then Arturo, his room-mate, stepped forward. "I would just like to say a few words,” he began.  
There was a hush and Arturo surveyed the room like a goldfish from inside its bowl, not really aware of 
details. Some of the people thought this was a joke, that these were the few words the normally articulate 
Arturo wanted to say, mocking the form yet making his contribution. They were mistaken. Arturo's blank 
gaze focussed on Gustave and his face beneath its veneer of after-shave crumpled. He shrugged his 
shoulders helplessly, shook his head and turned away, leaning one hand and one cheek against the wall. 	" I 
can't, I can't," he sobbed.

	 "Tiens, tiens," the placid Gustave said gently. "You don't have to say anything," and he put an arm 
around him. Arturo responded with a bear hug, burrowing his head into the stocky little Luxembourger's 
shoulder. The two men stood there in the middle of the floor locked like two wrestlers in their embrace.

	 

The Head of Division, moved by his compatriot's display of emotion, filled the silence with more words, 
told a story about Sicilians which no one understood but which all laughed at to relieve their tension. 
Finally by way of further distraction he made a great show of re-filling glasses, touching Licata fraternally 
on the back as he passed and giving him time to regain his composure.




	 Gradually the hum of conversation resumed and most people were wondering when they could 
decently slip away to their cars, trains or trams to make the transition from office to home, from colleagues 
to loved ones. But Licata had not finished. One or two people were actually putting their empty glasses 
down on the desk top when he cleared his throat and began again in a husky, trembling voice,

	 "I still want to say a few words of farewell to Gustave." He was having trouble keeping control and 
his colleagues watched him in affectionate embarrassment.

	 "There's no need to say anything more," ordered the Head of Division, a little irritated now. "We 
know how you feel." And he muttered something in Italian about Sicilians.

	 Licata ignored him. "Many people have asked me," he went on, "Who will be coming to take 
Gustave's place. I haven't been able to give a very satisfactory answer. In fact I don't know. But I realise 
now for the first time that...." and his face puckered again, he looked very old and care-worn and greyer 
than usual, "I realise that I will not be able to replace Gustave because, because he is irreplaceable." Arturo 
delivered these last words as if tearing them from his inside in convulsive sobs.

	 "Hear! Hear! Come on everyone, one last drink and then we must let the cleaners get on with their 
job."

	 "Bad taste," said one Englishman to another, easing a finger into his tight collar.

	 "Appallingly," replied the other, awkward with embarrassment.

	 "What's he crying for?" an astonished German asked his French colleague.

	 "ça, alors!" replied the Frenchman, dabbing his eyes with a pocket handkerchief under the pretence 
of mopping his brow, and he made a gesture for the German to interpret as he might.

Arturo's agony did not cease and a general silence fell on the gathering. They stood frozen like statues in a 
children's party game when the music stops. The only person to move was Fat Bertha who had embraced 
many men for gain and as many again from lust. She strode towards Arturo, hugged him, drew his old, wet, 
greying head to her large, soft bosom, out of emotion, out of love.

     


This is one of the stories in my novel “Some of them are Human” set in Brussels. I have a few copies at 
home if anyone is interested in what it was like to be in Europe.



HOUSE FOR SALE - 4 Haberwain Lane, Crosby Ravensworth

A Local Occupancy Restriction applies. The buyers must comply with a local
housing need and either live or work in the parish of Crosby Ravensworth or
have a local connection. 

If you are interested and would like to arrange a viewing, please contact
David Britton Estates on 01768 800886. 





We are no longer running the 'Bus stop' collections from your 
village on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, so please don’t 
leave any donations there.
 
The GREAT news is we have now employed a driver that lives very 
close to you. This means we can collect your donations for us 
ANYTIME you wish. You no longer have to wait until the Bus Stop 
run!
 
Just contact us to make your collection appointment.
 
Complete an online form -
 
https://www.greatnorthairambulance.co.uk/support-us/fundraising/
recycle/clothing-collections/
 
Or call us on 01325 308139 to arrange a collection.We love to 
accept any clean clothing, coats, belts, shoes (in pairs) and 
handbags.
 
Unfortunately we're UNABLE to collect any household textiles such 
as towels, bedding, curtains and table cloths and books/bric a brac 
as these cost the charity to be taken away which isn't great for our 
funds.
 
We employ all of our drivers and own all of our vans so you know 
that ALL of your donation come to us direct. We receive no 
Government grants, we totally depend on your donations to keep 
saving lives in your area.
 
We haven’t put bags out door to door for a year now in order to 
save plastic waste.
 
All of our donations are by pre-arranged collection only.
 
Thank you for your donations in advance!
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